THE HOMER FOUNDATION


GRANTS PROGRAM


Revised 01/03


The Homer Foundation is a publicly supported tax-exempt organization founded in 1991 to enhance and foster charitable and philanthropic giving in the Greater Homer Area. This is accomplished by:


Attracting gifts and bequests from many donors;


Creating permanent endowments dedicated to improving the quality of life for Homer Area citizens forever;


Managing its funds through cooperative investment and prudent management of its gifts and bequests;


Distributing funds in a manner consistent with the Foundation’s mission and the Donor’s interests.


The general policy of the Foundation is to fund innovative and creative projects, and programs, which are responsive to the changing community needs of the Southern Kenai Peninsula, from Ninilchik south including the communities across Kachemak Bay, in the areas of health, social service, education, cultural and environmental affairs.


FUNDING MAY BE MADE TO:


Non-Profit Organizations recognized by the IRS under section 501(c)(3), and other qualified not-for-profit entities, and which are located in the southwestern portion of the Kenai Peninsula, from Ninilchik south and including the communities across Kachemak Bay. Funds must be spent on projects completed within this defined area, and on projects that will benefit the citizens of this defined area.


Societies, Groups and Programs not recognized by the IRS under section 501(c)(3) but are functioning to enhance the quality of life in the same region as cited above are eligible for consideration. (There is a tax liability for grant funds to non-exempt groups/individuals.)


Individual must be a resident of the region as described above, and who will spend the funds on projects completed within this region. Projects taking place outside of this region, but by a resident, will be considered on the merit of the project and how it could benefit the community.  (There is a tax liability for grant funds to non-exempt groups/individuals.)��Scholarships are available through the Alice Witte Memorial Scholarship Fund supporting high school girl’s volleyball, and the Homer Community Science Scholarship Fund supporting graduating seniors’ pursuit of higher education in the life sciences. Other scholarships, awarded from the Unrestricted Fund, will be considered for individuals showing excellence in his/her field above and beyond normal situations. Merit and need for funds must be compelling and convincing.


AWARDS: Funds are awarded year-round, depending on availability of funds. Projects are funded that have a high likelihood of successful completion, and have a long-term positive impact. The Distributions Committee has the authority to approve awards up to $2000 on an immediate response basis, and applicants are generally notified within two weeks. Requests over this amount will be reviewed by the Distributions Committee and may be funded at a lower level, or if the Committee feels the project warrants, will forward the request to the full Board of Trustees for review.  This review process may take up to three months.  The same application form is used.


APPLICATIONS: Applications may be picked up at the Homer Foundation office located at in the Kachemak Community Center, 59906 Bear Creek Dr., or requested via mail at P.O. Box 2600, Homer, Alaska 99603, by phone, 235-0541, Fax, 235-0542, or by email, info@homerfund.org.  One original application with signature should be returned to the Homer Foundation.  Fax documents are not acceptable due to poor “readability.”


PRIOR GRANT AWARDS:  In FY02 the Homer Foundation awarded $25,439 in grants from the Unrestricted Fund, the average grant was $1,106. The smallest grant awarded was $300 and the largest grant awarded was $3,000.  In addition to the regular grant program, grants totaling $10,984 were awarded from various Donor Advised Funds and Field of Interest Funds, and $102,000 was awarded through the City of Homer Grants Program. 


LETTER OF AGREEMENT:  Once an award is made, applicants are notified by mail.  A Letter of Agreement must be signed for compliance and returned to the Homer Foundation before an award check will be issued.


FINAL EVALUATION:  Successful applicants are required to submit a final summary of how the funds were expended, copies of publicity, and photographs if available.


CITY OF HOMER GRANTS PROGRAM:  For the past two years the City of Homer has appropriated funds for distribution through the Homer Foundation.  This is an annual grants program requiring a separate application form, and is dependent upon the annual City appropriation.





CONTACT:	Joy Steward, Director


		The Homer Foundation


		P.O. Box 2600


		Homer, AK  99603


		235-0541 voice, 235-0542 fax


		jsteward@homerfund.org


		located in the Kachemak Community Center, 3.5 miles East End Road
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Homer Foundation 2003 GRANT APPLICATION�


APPLICANT:____________________________________________________DATE:_______________ 


Please Check:  	[ ] 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Org  	EIN#_________________________________________  


[ ] Society/Group* 		[ ] Individual*


*There may be a tax liability for grant awards to non-tax exempt entities.  


APPLICANT ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________�                                           _______________________________________________________________


PHONE#: ______________________________FAX#:____________________EMAIL:_____________


CONTACT PERSON: ______________________________________PHONE#:____________________


PROJECT TITLE: _____________________________________________________________________


PROJECT START/END DATES: ________________________________________________________


TOTAL PROJECT COST:  $_____________   AMOUNT REQUESTED:  $______________________


	Provide a brief description of your organization, society, group, entity, summarizing your mission, goals and objectives.  For an individual, describe your involvement in the community and your experience/expertise that you bring to this project. (Use only space provided.)
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Use the space provided to describe the project for which you are requesting funding.  Include a project timeline and an explanation of how the funds will be used to benefit the community.  Attach a separate budget sheet detailing project costs, revenues both realized and anticipated, and precisely how the money requested in this application would be used.






































HAVE YOU RECEIVED A HOMER FOUNDATION GRANT BEFORE?  	[ ]  YES  	[ ] NO


IF YES, MOST CURRENT AWARD:	PROJECT DATES:___________________________________�					AMOUNT:__________________________________________�					PROJECT TITLE:____________________________________�						�COMPLIANCE WITH LETTER OF AGREEMENT?�					[ ] YES�					[ ] NO. If no, attach a current status of your project.


I certify that the information contained in this application, including all attachments and supporting material, is true and correct.


*SIGNATURE__________________________________________DATE:________________________�TITLE (If applicable)___________________________________________________________________	


*Must be building principal if application is from a school.


